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Synopsis

Nobel Peace Prize winner and New York Times bestselling author Malala Yousafzai’s first picture
book, inspired by her own childhood. * "This is a wonderful read for younger students that will also
provide insight and encourage discussion about the wider world. ... The simplicity of Yousafzai’s
writing and the powerful message she sends, make this book inspirational for all." --- School Library
Journal (starred review)Malala’s first picture book will inspire young readers everywhere to find the
magic all around them.As a child in Pakistan, Malala made a wish for a magic pencil. She would use
it to make everyone happy, to erase the smell of garbage from her city, to sleep an extra hour in the
morning. But as she grew older, Malala saw that there were more important things to wish for. She
saw a world that needed fixing. And even if she never found a magic pencil, Malala realized that she
could still work hard every day to make her wishes come true. This beautifully illustrated volume
tells Malala’s story for a younger audience and shows them the worldview that allowed Malala to

hold on to hope even in the most difficult of times.
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Customer Reviews

* "KerascoAfA«t's bright, reportorial watercolors match the text's directness and sincerity, adding
gold embellishments to give Malala’s hopes and optimism a radiant physicality. The Malala in these
pages is both approachable and extraordinary."A¢a -a ¢Publishers Weekly (starred review)* "This

is a wonderful read for younger students that will also provide insight and encourage discussion



about the wider world. ... The simplicity of Yousafzai's writing and the powerful message she sends,

make this book inspirational for all."A¢a —& ¢School Library Journal (starred review)

Malala Yousafzai was born in 1997 in the Swat Valley of Pakistan. In her short lifetime, she has
already experienced devastating changes in her country, which has been transformed from a once
peaceful land to a hotbed of terrorism. Malala, who now lives in Birmingham, England, says she has
been given a second life, which she intends to devote to the good of the people and her belief that

all girls everywhere deserve an education. The fund she started can be found at Malala.org.
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